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Dear Brethren, FFF oo 
F Defire you ſhonld Know, to the Glory of GOD, and your own 
Encouragement in the Ways of Truth, and Virtue, that the Build- 
ing up My ſell, by the Power of GOD, in that moſt Holy Faith, which 
I have Endeavour'd to Deſcribe in theſe Two Sermons, was, the Build- 
ing of an ARK to Save My ſelf from being Drown'd in that FLOUD 
of AfisHions, which the Divine Providence has been Continually pour- 
ing out upon Me, ever ſince the Publication of them. Soon after 1 
had Diftributed ſome Copies of them to ſeveral of my Friends, I was 
made a Priſoner to Major BLACKMORE i Exeter, upon Suſpicion 
(of what I was not Falſſy Suſpected) that I was a Cloſe Enemy to the 
Common Wealth of England, and that I Defir'd the Proſperity of a 
Deſign to Deſtroy it by an INSURRECTION, Sc. As ſoon as 1 
got my Liberty, I fell Sick of the Small Pex : As ſoon as I Recover'd 
my Health, my Dear Father Dy'd: His Death involv'd Me in a La- 
byrinth of Afflictions; ſome of them lie hard upon Me to this Day. 
In the Year 1660, I Labour'd Six Months under the Languifhments 
of a moſt Grievous Intermittent Fever, which Occaſion'd my Com- 


poſing of theſe Verſes. - 
| © Theſe Yorſes I Compos'd in a Cold Night, in April 1666, being 
Sick of an Azue, and in great Sorrow for the Death of my Fa- 
© ther, and my Eldeſt Siſter. e „ 
| © My Life's Death*s Shadow, and my Days are Night: 
But as ſome Nights Abound with Sry Light; 
© Soin the Night of my Sad Life ſtill © 


= 


© See Lights more Glorious than thoſe Lights i'th' Sky. 
- © Pt” Darkneſs of this Life, my LIFE Above 

Darts forth the Beams of His Eternal Love. | 

| | ot A 2 Then 


To the PIOUS- Readers. 


© Then tho? My Fate be nought but Cold, and N _— 
Wt eee No more will IComplain 
© Since 'tis my Gain; 
* Whilft that this Fre of Love 
/ Comes from Above | 
To Give Me Warmth, and Light. | 
| In the Year 1666, thole Prodigious Afſflictions fell on Me, whlvych | 
prompted Me to make thoſe Verſes, to which Iorefix aroſe pips 7 
of Priamus in Homer N F . | 
— oF 5 ET N Sx of, ET Tls EAN. Beile S. of 
© Almighty LOVE! I Love the Stripes, which Thou 
* Doſt not Inſtict on me, but doſt Beftow, 
As Tokens that Thou art My GOD. What Woes, 
Have I not Suffer d! G . 
Upon the Reflexions I make on what I have ever suffer d. or do 
> Suffer, I Say Continually in my Heart: My Soul dot h Magnify the 
LORD : And my Spirit hath Rejoyced in. GOD, My SAVIOUR. 
Bleſſed be GOD, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Father 
of Mercies, and the GOD of all Comfort ;, Who Comforteth us in all our 
Tribulation, by the Comfort, wherewith we our ſelves are Comforted of GOD. 
He can never be Vet, or Diſcontented for any thing; he can never 
be Impatient under the Preſſure of any Manner of Affliction, who can 
13 from the baer of his e 1 and e har GOD [s 
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PF Evicaph on a 833 LADY, Wet was one 
of tl e Auditor, when 1 Preach d thele Sermons. 


Aid, Wite, and Widow, She did always ew 0 
Her Buſineſs was to Give to All their Due: 

10 60D, ber Husband, and her Children Dear, 
She Gave her Soul, ber Love, her conſtant Care: 
Her Huband's Death, of all her Children too, 
And Ev'ry thing that Mortal Men call Woe, 
With Chriſtian Patience She did undergo. 
On Earth She met whatever could Moleſt, 
To Fit her Soul for Everlaſting Reft. 
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To the Reader. 
N Ethinks I hear thee ſay,” as I haue often heard others upon 
IVI the like Occaſion. What need more Books on this Subject? 
Have not | ſuch and ſuch Learned Men written on it already? And 
does this Man think himſelf Wiſer, than any of them? To this I 
Anſwer ; That I conceive the Uſe of ſach Books may not enly be to 
make us nom what me ought to Do, but io Excite us to Do ac- 
cording to our Knowleage : To beget in the Mind of the Reader 
New Acts of Underſtanding ſuch Truths, as he has already Re. 
ceived ;. that if his former Notions, (being Weak, and remiſs, and 
{udaenly broken off by Vain Thoughts and Paſſions ) have never 
had any Powerful, and Effectual Influence upon his Will (to in- 
gage him to a ſteafaſi Reſolution, and Conſtanc) of Acting ac- 
cording to thofe Truths) hu latter may. To ſpeak more cloſely: I 
ſappoſe than mayſt have read ſeveral. Treatiſes on this Subject, which 
Treat of in theſe following Leaves Penn'd (it may te) by Men 
of more Learning than I ſhall ever attain unto, tho” I ſhoald Live 
more Luſtres, than yet I have ſeen Tears: And yet "tz; very poſ- 
ſible that thou mayſt gain more good to thy Soul, by theſe Lines of 
mine, than ever thou didſt by theirs, ( Suſpend thy Judg ment 4 
little; and do not preſently paſs thy Cenſure upon me, as Proud, and 
ſelfeconceited Iwo Reaſons for this my Opinian (others ] have 
which I ſhall not divalge ) are theſe. Firſt, I is very poſſible that 
when thou readeſt this Diſcourſe, thy Mind may be more Diſposd, 
and Fitted to receive the Matter therein delivered than it was - 
when: thou didſt read the Diſcourſes of other Men upon the ſame 
Subject. Secondly, Through the whole Courſe of the Obſervations 
I have made (according to the time I have had to Exercife my Rea- 
ſon ) of My ſelf, ana others; I have found that Practical Truths 
are more, or leſs taking accoraing to the Expreſſions wherein they 
are 
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are ſet forth : As Perſons are eſteem'd more, or leſs Haudſom ac« 
cording to the Dreſſes, they go in. I ao not here imply that my Ex- 
preſſions are Better, than others, but that, being not the ſame poſ 
ſibly they may be better ta Fhes; that ir, they may be ware Saitable 
ro Ih Genius, and temper ef Mind, aud ſo the apter fo inſinuate 
into Thee, the matter they carry in them. I have no more to ſay 
to thee than only to adviſe thee, that if thou intendeſt to peruſe 
this ſhort Diſcourſe, thou woulaſt allow thy ſelf more time for it, 
than the. ſmall Bull thereof may ſeem to require. They bat read 
ſueh Diſcourſes,. as this, looſely, and curſorily, uſually-miſs 1 the 
greateſt part of the Practical Senſe, and meaning of the Woras : 
. which docs, a it were, run beſide, whilft-they endeavour too faſt 
ro. pour it into their Minds, Such kind of Writings, which are 
intended for the Cure of our Sinfal Habits, the Sores, and Ul- 
cers of the Soul, are not only to be Read over, but to be Fixt in 
our Hearts by Serious Meditation, otherwiſe they will become: Uſeleſs 


anto us, and of none effect: As we are wont not only to lay Plai- 


— 
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ſters to our bodily Sores, ut alſo to Bind them on, otherwiſe they 
would. ſoon (lip off from the plaees Aﬀetted. If thou beeſt one of 
thoſe Envious, Malitious, Uncharitable Men (whereof the World 
is ſo fall) who hate any one that is not of the ſame Humour with 
themſelves.; and are ready always to brand thoſe with the" name of 
Hipocrites and Vain-Glorious Perſons, that venture to be thus 
Publick: I aſſure thee, whoſoever thowart, I am confident through 
the Grace of God, that I ſhall not be any otherwiſe Troubled with 


the apprehenſion of thy ill Opinion of me (if it come to my know- 


ledge) than only for this, that thy Heart, being by Prejudice Har- 


Lis dened againſt me, will be the leſs capable (for thy good) to receive 


any Impreſſion from what 1 have written. What kind of Man ſo- 
ever thou art, thoa canſt not be Tnjur'd by My Writings, er I by 
Thy Cenſures. Farewel: and if thou bert 4 Scholar, and conceit- 
eſt thy ſelf (as juſtly thou mayſt) to Know more, than I can Teach 
thee, Remember that ſaying ef SENEC A: Stude; non ut plus 
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Take my yoke upon you, and learn of tne, for I am 
mes, and lowly in beart, and ye ſhall find reſt unto 
Jour ſouls, Mat. 11. 29, 3 


han Giſt explain the Exprefſions in my Text, and then 1 all 
raiſe the Doctrine, which I ſhall Inſiſt upon as the Principal 
Subject of my Diſcourſe. Take my yoke upon you : that is, bo 


the Commands 1 have impoſed 20 you: do the Will of your 
Heavenly Father, which I came to diſcover unto you. Aud learn of 
me : i. e. And that you may know how to do it, take me for your 
Example. For I am meek, and lowly in heart : i. e. For I am, as you 
ought to be, loving and bed to MEN, and truly Humble, and ſub- 
miſſive to GOD. And you ſhall find reſt unto your Souls: i. e. And in 
doing the will of your God, which is Holy, Juſt, and Good; you ſhall 
find true Comfort, and ſatisfaction, and Complacency of Mind: you 
ſhall ceaſe from all that Labour and Travel, which hitherto you have 
continually endur d in ſeeking, and by wicked Means endeavouring 
after True Contentment 1a the things of this World, which are all 
Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, Excl. 1. 14. 


- 


From the Words thus opened unto you, I ſhall draw forth this 
Doctrine: that True Faith in Chrift (thro? which Chriſtians are in- 
abled by God to take Chriſt's Yoke upon them, &c. (I ſay) true 
Faith in Chrif cures a Man of all Spiritual Diſtempers, and gives 
him Eaſe : frees him from all Anguiſh, and Sorrow, and Tribula- 
tion of Mind, and furniſhes him with a never-failing ſtack of Plea- 
ſure, and Contentment. To be more ſtrict and Logical; I ſhall lay 
down the ſenſe of my Doctrine in theſe words: True Faith enables 
a'Man to draw true, ſolid Comfort (ſtrong Conſolation ) from all 
the Objects of his Thoughts: whatſoever a Wiſe Man, a Faithful, 
* Sincere Cbriſtian thinks of, he finds in it cauſe to Rejoyce. Whi- 
| therſoever His Soul hath occaſion to Go, (if T may ſo expreſs my 
ſelf ) ſhe finds the Way beſet, as it were, with Beds of Roſes, very 
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Plealant, and Delightſome unto Her: according to that of Salomon, 
© 4 be ways of wiſdom are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all. her paths are peace, 
Prov. 3..17. Before I come to a punctual demonſtration of the 
„ Treth of my Doctrine, to ſhew you, that Reſt and Quiet of Mind, 
which a Good Man, a True Believer continually enjoys, I ſhall 
premiſe ſome Diſcourſe of that Trouble and Anguiſh, wherewith 
the Minds of Wicked, Unregenerate Men are ſo grievouſly afflicted. 
You wilt have a more exact apprehenſion of the Reſt of the GOD- 
LY, when you hear of the Laboxrs of the WICKED. 12 


1 


There is no peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked, Iſa. 58. 21. 
A wicked Man can never have any Peace, any Reſt in his Soul. 
| How can he have Peace, who is his own Enemy? HIEROCLES ſays 
truly, Mö O- 6 dſaf; airs ei .: A good Man only is 4 Friend to him 
ſelf, The Mind of a wicked Man 1s his Tormeat : His Thoughts 
 Gnaw him, as Worms the Bowels., Which way ſoeyer he leoks upon 
— himſelf, He ſees nothing but Grief and Horror. When He looks 
back upon his Life paſt, and confiders what He hath been, his Con- 
ſcience preſently Vexes and Upbraids him; ſbew ing him the Vanity 
of the Pleaſures he hath enjoy d, and the Wickedneſs of the Actions 
he hath committed. When he conſiders the State and Condition he 
is in at preſent, there ſuddenly ariſes in him a great deal of Anguiſh 
and Vexation of Spirit, from an apprehenſion of the Emptineſs, and 
Diſſatisfaction of all his Enjoyments. When he confiders what he 
would be, and ſends out his Thoughts in the ſearch: of the beſt 
Means to accompliſh his Deſires, he is miſerably diſtracted, and Di- 
vided againſt Himſelf: his Conſcience ſtriving againſt his Aſedt ions, 
or his Aſections one againft another: one while his Luſts, his ile 
Affections fariouſly impel him to ſuch and ſuch a Courſe, becauſe tis 
Pleaſant, whilſt his Conſcience deters him from it becauſe 'tis Wicked. 
Another while, having broke the Bends of Conſcience, he is again 
Reſtrain d by ſoms Paſſion (or inordinate Affection) contrary to that 
by which his Soul was firſt A4% d. Thus how oft does it happen, 
that a Man is vehemently Inclin'd by his ſenſual Deſires to do thoſe 
things, from which the Fear of Shame, or of Temporal Puniſh- 
ment, Cc. keeps him back? Thus how oft does it happen, that a 
Man's Ambition urges him to thoſe Dangers from which his Comar. 
aiſe deters him; or his Fride or raſh Deſire to be accounted: Magni- 
ficent, or the like, to thoſe Expences from which his Covetouſne/; 
_ powerfully diſſuades him. This or the like Diſtræct ion and Incompo- 
ſedneſs of Mind is the Lot of all the Wicked: whoſe Miſerable Con- 
dition we may ig ſhort deſcribe thus. The things which They ſo ea- 
gerly purſue and follow after, can never atford them any of wk a- 
2 Fog. | tsfaction 


Il 


3 
tisfaction and Contentment, which they expect from them: and they miſs 
the greateſt part even of that Outward, Senſchle Pleaſure, which the Nature 


faction which they bring to ſome of their Mectiont, whilſt they Gratify o- 


greateſt part of the Pleaſure of it. I ll appeal, I fay, to the Heart of any 
Man here, that is Conſcious to himſelf, that he is to be numbered among the 
Wicked, that he lives in any courſe of Known Sin, gives way to his Lyfts 
and ſenſual Inclinations ; Fil appeal, I fay, to the Heart of any ſuch Man, 
and be Try'd by Him, whether I do not ſpeak Truth: ſurely he knows it 
by Wofal Experience. Whenever thou haſt offended thy GOD, to ſatisfy 
the Importunity of any of thy Impetnous Lys, hath not thy Conſelence 2 
thy Flamirg Spirit, Cool'd thy Courage (as we us'd to ſpeak ) telling, thee, 
that thou haſt done Feolifyly, telling thee of Hell and Death: and ſo mixing 
thy Wine with Wormwood, turning thy Delight into Veæation of Spirit. 
Having thus briefly diſcovered unto you the black and ama, Condition of 
the Souls of the Wicked, which fit in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of Death: 
| ſhall now endeavour to diſcover unto you the pleaſant and comfortable Eſtate 
of thoſe that are truly Ge/ly, who have the Day-far ariſing in their Hearts, 

who through Faith in Chriſt, walk in the Light of God's Countenance, enjoy 

his Favour, who is Kirg of Kings, and Lord of Lords, The Father of Mercies, 
and God of all Comfort. That I may give you a more clear and manifeſt Diſ- 
covery of this Happineſs of a True Chriſtian ;, 1 ſhall Point (as it were) (as 
thoſe Men uſe to do, that Shew you ſome Excellent Sight, to make your No- 

_ tice the more accurate) at the Principal Parts of it, Opening, and Demon- 
ſtrating unto you this Propoſition of Doctripe: [ True Faith enables a 
Man, Cc. ] in theſe three Particulars, Firſt, True Faith in Chriſt inables a 
Man to draw Comfort ala 5 1 6 

1. From the Remembrance of what he hath been, of the Condition He 

hath formerly been in. 8 
) 2. From the Apprehenſion of that which He is in at preſent. 

3. From the Expettation of what He may be in for the future. 

Now theſe three Things, What a Man hath been, What he i, and What 
he expects to be, are the Principal, and moſt Uſual Objects of our Thonghts: 
therefore if I ſhall be able to ſhew you, how a True, Faithful Chriſtian may. 

draw Matter of Comfort from all Theſe, I ſuppoſe, you will eaſily appre- 
hend how He may Comfort himſelf alſo in the Notice He takes of other 
things, as of all the Works of Providence, which he Sees in the Affairs of the 

n the like: therefore I ſhall not extend my Diſcourſe to any of 
them. leon dens 2s 918 85 
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of their Eajoyments might afford; by reaſon of that Trouble and Diſſariſ- | 


thers; or by reaſon of the Troubles they receive from their Diſpleaſed cn 
ſciences » which, if they cannot Reſtrain Them from Zſhing into Sin, Purſyg #53 
them (as it were) and Overtake them in the Act, and deprive them of the. + "I 
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Each of the Particulars which Thave, propounded unto my ſelf to be inſiſt- 
ed upon, as the Subject and Ground-worł of my Diſcourſe, conſiſts of Two 
Parts, our Condition being Two-fold, viz, of the Iuner, and Outward Man : 
or (as the common words are) Spiritual and Temporal. At preſent I ſhall 
ſpeak only of the Temper and Diſpoſition of a Chriſtian's Spirit, in reference 
to his Spiritual Condition, Palt, Preſent, and to Come. As for his Temporal 
Condition, or the Eſtate of his Outward Man, I ſhall defer my Diſcourie of 
That, till ſome other Opportunity. 1 
The Firſt Thing that I am to Shew you is, That a True Chriſtian, one 
that hath taken Chriſt's Yoke upon him, &c. can take Comfort, find Reſt 
unto his Soul, in the Remembrance of his Life Paſt, whether it have been 
Sinful or Holy. But here probably ſome of you may preſently Object with- 
ia your ſelves, againſt what I ſay, thus: How! Can a True Chriſtian take 
Comfort in the Remembrance of his ſenful Eſtate ? Why? what then is meant 
by Penitence, or Godly, Sorrow? Is not that the Sorrow which we conceive by 
the Remembrance of our Sins? In removing this Objection, I doubt not, but 
(by God's Aſſiſtance) I ſhall give you a full diſcovery of this Truth; That 
a Chriſtian can Comfort Himſelf (throvgh the Help of God's Spirit) even 
in the Remembrance of his ſinful Eſtate. We grant, that when He thinks of 
his /#-ful Eſtate, as ſinful, to wit, as it relates to Goa, as that Courſe of Life, 
wherein He did fo often Diſhonour the Name of the God that Made him; of 
Jeſiu, that Redeem'd him; and Griev'd the Holy Spirit of God, that. Now San- 
ctiſies Him: I ſay my Brethren, when a Chriſtian does This way look back up- 
on his ſiful Life, He cannot chuſe through Indignation againſt Himſelf, but 
Rent his Heart, vex his Spirit, cheriſh and foment his own Sorrow, ſaying 
with David, I will be ſorry for my Sin, Pſal. 38:18, But let us obſerve, that 
This kind of Sorrowing is but as the raking of Phyſick, tis not any Diſeaſe, or 
Settled Diſtemper of the Soul: I ſay, when We are thus Pricit with the 
Sharp ſenſe and feeling of our Sins, we are not Wounded, but Let Blood : and 
this Spiritual Phlebororny is that, which Cures us of our preſent, and Prevents 
future Maladies. To ſpeak more plainly; This Goaly Sorrom (as the Apoſtle 
ſays, 2 Cor.7.10.) worketh Repentance : Mel dosen xdlegydCe),worketh a Change of 
the Mind : Alters the Temper and Conſtitution of the Inward Man; Confirms 
a Man in Helineſs, which is the Health and Strength of the Soul, that hath for- 
merly been Wicked ; that 1s to ſay, that. hath abounded with all manner of 
F16rmities, with all manner of Luſts, and Burnings, and inordinate Affecti- 
ons, which are (as it were) the Feavers, and Agues, and Swellings, and Tu- 
mors of the Soul. And thus, My Brethren, tho” the Sorrow which a True 
Chriſtian, a Faithful Servant of the Living God, conceives by the Remem- 
brance of his ſeſul Life Paſt, be in it ſelf very Painful and Grievous, yet it 
worketh for him the greateſt Eaſe and Comfort. It only Roots out of the 
Heart all Carnal Joy, all Falſe, Fading, worldly Comfort, to Plant in it Foy 
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(5) 
Unſprakable, and The Comfort of the Ely Ghoſt. To fix this Truth in your 
Minds, to Confirm you in the Apprehenſion of it, I ſhall recite unto you that 
Saying of Our Saviour, Mat. 5 4. Bleſſed are they that Mourn, for they ſhall be 
Comforted, All that 1 have here ſaid may be briefly ſumm'd vp thus: The 
Thoughts which a Godly Man has, in the Remembrance of His Unregenerare 
Eftate (tho' they do not Directhy, yet they do) By Conſequent Continually Af- 
ford Him abundance of Comfort + to wit (as in effect I ſaid but now) by Fit- 
ting, and Preparing His Heart to Entertain the Holy Ghoſt, the only True 
Comforter, The more a Man Sorrews after a Godly ſort (as the Apoſtle's Ex- 
preſſion is, 2 Cor. 7. 11.) the more Entertainment He gives to the Spirir of 
God, and receives the more Comfort from Him: As often this way, as a Chri- 
f:an'"s Spirits fail Him,God gives him a Cordial, to Revive and to Delight his Soul. 
Having thus ſpoken of the Temper, and Diſpoſition of a Chriſtians Spirit 
in the Remembrance of His ſinful Eſtate; in relation to God; that is, as 
_ that Courſe of Life, wherein He did ſo often Diſhonour the Name of the Ged 
that Made Him, &c. 1 ſhall now ſhew you how His Spirit is Affected, what 
kind of T hovghts He hath, in the Remembrance of it, as it relates to Him- 
felf, as an Eſtate of Trouble of which he is Fagd, and of Danger which He 
hath Eſcap'd. Now my Brethren, that a ful Eftate is Troubleſom, and 
Unquier, I have ſhewn you from theſe words, There is 7» Peace, &c. that "tis 
alſo a Dangerous Eſtate, Sinners being every moment in Danger of Hellfire, I 
preſume there is none here but will readily grant: And I ſuppoſe This alſo, 
That Men Rejoyce in the Remembrance of the Troubles and Dangers they have 
Paſt, is ſo Obvious to every ones Apprehenſion, that to go about Accurately, 
and Logically to Prove unto you, that a Chriſtian may draw Comfort, and 
Matter of Rejoycing continually from the Remembrazce of His ſmful Condi- 
tion, as Troubleſom and Dangerous, would be but to Miſpend ſo much time, 
being a vain and meer formal Labour. Thereſore I fhall not Shew you this 
Truth ſo, as if you had never Seen it before; but that you might View it 
again, and take more exact Notice of it: I ſhall ſo ſpeak of it that I ſhall not 
ſeem to' Bring the Truth to you, but only to make you Turn the Eyes of your 
Underſtanding towards It; being Habitualiy in. your Minds already, tho' pro- 
bably, the greateſt part of you did never ſo firmly Apprehend it, ſo thorow- 
ly Think of it, as you ought todo. And here I cannot but make a farther 
digreſſion, to ſpeak a word againſt the Folly of ſome Men, who Pretending 
much to Polite Reaſon, and Learning, account it a vain thing for Scholars 
to diſcourſe of ſuch Truths, as are ſo Commonly Confeſs'd : As if thoſe Va- 
rers of Life, Spiritual, and Practical Truths, might not lie many Years to- 
gether in a Carnal Mans Head, thorowly Frozen as it were, and uſeleſs, till 
by the Hearing of ſome more Powerful, Zealous, Experimental Expreſſions 
of the fame Truths, his Affections be ſo Inflamed, as to Thaw, and diſſolve 
them (if I may ſo ſpeak) that they may Flow down continually upon the 
1 == 2 Heart, 


6 6 ) 
| % 
Heart, to Purge and Cleanſe it from all Filchineſs, and Pollution; as that 
River did AUGE AS his Stable. I do not ſpeak This for the Alluſion's ſake, 
as a frained Concert, but as That which I think Suitable to the Experimental 
Avon Or Gay . SHE ARIED. | LB, 
And now I come to ſpeak of the Comfort, a Chriſtian hath when He reflects 
upon his Unregenerate Eſtate, as Troubleſome and Dangerous: and this | 
ſhall do as briefly and pithily as I can. ELD 5 | 
You know it is a common ſay ing: Feſſum Quies plurimum juvat. What a 
Comfortable thing is it for one that hath Travelled hard to Repoſe himſelf, 
for one that is Weary to Lie down, and take his Reſt ? How doth he Rejoice, 
and Hi himſelf (as they ſay) in the Apprehenſion of his preſent Health, that 
that hath been Recovered of a Long, and Grievous Sickneſs ? Why, thus it 
is with a ſincere Convert, when he conſiders his Former Condition: his 
Thoughts Repreſenting unto him the ſpirirxal Evils; which formerly he La- 
boured under, and oppoſing them to that Good and Peaſant Condition, which 
now he is in, make him the more ſenſible of it, more to Rejoice in it. The 
like Comfort we may conceive to be in the Heart of a true Believer, when 
he looks back upon the Danger ef his /mful Eſtate. When he conſiders that 
he was once in the Highway to Hell, that Broad Way, &c. that he was once 
like to Periſh for ever; his Soul doth Magnify the LORD, and his Spirit doth 
rejoice in God his Saviour. How does he delight himſelf upon This Conſidera- 
tion, in Acting his Faith, in the Contemplation of The things that are net ſeen : 
Hell which he hath Eſcaped; and Heaven, which ſhortly he ſhall Iherit, thro 
the ftrong Apprehenſions he hath, that his Sins are forgiven him, &c? With 
what Alacrity and Chearfulneſs doth he Embrace the GOD that Loved him, 
the Phyfician that Cured him, the LORD that Saved him? Such as theſe 
are the uſual Thoughts of one that 1s truly Converted, when he calls to mind 
the ſinfulneſs of his Life Paſt: - :. N 
As in Hot and Sum ſhine Days, Swine are wont to Wall in the Mire to A- 
void the Extremity of the Heat; ſo how long did Iaccuſtome my ſelf to 
allow in all manner of Uncleanneſs ( Eilthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit) wherein 
I never found any True Comfort, did only for the preſent Allay the ſcherch- 
ing Heat, and Violence of my inordinate Aﬀections; being continually Trou- 
| bled either with the Solicit ation and Urgency of them, or with ſome Refle&:11 
upon the Baſe and filthy Ways I took to /arisfy them? How long did I ac- 
cuſtome my ſelf to Drink Poyſonous Waters to Quench my Thirſt : to do that 
which I knew to be Evi, to Satisfy the Importunity of my irregular Deſires? 
Thus Miſſing my Way to True Happineſs, the more Haſt I made towards it, 
the Farther ſtill I went from it: The oſtner I Accompliſhed my Deſires, the 
more Diſcontented 1 found My ſelf, ſtill /exing My Spirit, to Pleaſe My Luft. 
But Now, How Happy am I! Now GOD is my Portion? And what can 
Deſire more, having Him whois Al in Al? Him Ido Enjoy in ſome meaſure 
„„ 5 | Here, 
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Here, and ſhall Enjoy him Fully and Perfectly hereafter in Heaven. Vea me- 
thinks Jam in Heaven already : I find My ſelf Above the World: l am Free 
from thoſe Earthly Affections, wherein formerly I Ingaged My Soul. I Envy no 
Mans Honour or Covet his Eſtate or Hate his Perſon: or Fear his Power: All 
that would Avoid is Sin, All that I Deſire is God: For ever Bleſſed be His Spi- 
rit, which hath thus Reformed Me. I can ſay unto God with David, Whom have 
Tin Heaven, but Thee? And there is None upon Earth, that I Deſire beſides Thee, 
Pil. 28+. -- FS ne | pt; Sierra Es 125 | 
And now I am come to this Point: That a Chriftian exceedingly Rejoices 
in the Remembrance of His Life Paſt, if he have been ſanctified from the 
Womb, if he have beenGedly all his Days. Here I ſhall not Uſe many words: 
the Subject I ſuppoſe to be ſo Plain, that your Thoughts would Ran on in it 
without any Interruption, if I ſhould but ſhew Them the Way, ſhould but 
Mention it. I ſhall only endeavour to ſet torth this Truth, That the Re- 1 
membrance of Time Spent in the Service of God is molt Comfort able, and Plea- 0 
ſant, by this Similitude: As one that hath been Delivered out of many 
Dangers, Relieved in many Diſtreſſes, and made Rich and Great by ſome 
Eminent and Noble Perſon, Pleaſes himſelf in the Thoughts of theſe Benefits, | 
not only as Enjoyed by himſelf, but as Received from ſuch a Perſon, whoſe ; 
Love is no loſs Honourable, than ſuch Obligations as I mentioned, the Evi- | 
dences of it Bountsful : So one that hath been Godly from his Youth, when he 
remembers thoſe many ſpiritual Troubles, and Dangers, from which his God, 
who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, hath continually preſerved him, thoſe 
many #rairs and diſtreſſes in which he hath relieved him; and how he hath 
made him Rich in Grace, &c. How exceedingly does he Rejoice in the God of 
his Salvation, filling himſelf with Confidence, that he who hath continued 
his Loving Kindneſs fo long time, will be ſtill unto him A very preſent help in 
Trouble, Pſal. 46. 1. Suitable to the Thoughts of ſuch a Man we may fiud 
many Expreſſions in the Book of Pſalms. God is my King of Old, Pſal. 74.12. 
Tremembredthy Judgments of Old, © LORD, and have comfort ed my ſelf, Pl. 
119. 52. I was cat upon thee from the Womb : Thou art my God from my Mo- 
ther 's Beih, Pſal. 22. 10. All that may be ſaid upon this Subject may be Samm' d 
up, and concluded in this: That for any. who hath been Godly all his Days, 
to Remember his Life Paſt, is, to call to Mind the Mercies of God, to reflect 
upon thoſe Gifts and Graces, which God hath beſtowed on him from time 
to time; to-meditate on thoſe Sacred Truths, which have been continually 
Held forth unto him by the Spirit of Wiſdom, as a Light to direct him in all 
the dark and ſlippery Paſſages of his Life. And what is this but to Look on the 
Tokens, and Read over the Letters, which have been ſent him from his deareſt 
and beſt Friend, his Father, his God? And what Delight and Satisfaction 
think you, does he take in this? Surely they only can rightly imagine that 
have had ſome Experience of it. Thus my Brethren, when a Man calls 13 
1 ; . Wind 
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mind the time he hath ſpent in the Service of God, he doth, as it were, live 
over again his Holy, and Righreows, and therefore moſt Happy Life. 
r ooo 
| No come we to ſhew you that a True Chriſtian can take Comfort in the 
| Apprehenſion of his Preſent Condition, as to his /wward Man, whether he be 
| weak, or ſtrong in Faith. If he be weak, and his Tniquities often prevail a- 

gainſt him: then it is true, when he reflects upon himfelf, and ſees the Fiery 
Darts of Satan ſticking in his ſides, his Thoughts do not Directiy bring him 
any Comfort, but (as I {aid but now upon another occaſion) by conſequent 
they do: that is to ſay, when he confiders the Weakneſs of his Faith, hecan- 
not but be grieved ; but when he reflects upon this Conſideration, conſiders 
that he does conſider his Spiritual Weakreſs, and is thereupon Applying him- 
5 ſelf for Help unto Chr:#, whoſe Grace # Srfficient tor him, who would ſup- 
- port him ſtil], and keep him from Falling away totally, and finally, tho? his 
; Faith ſhould be Ten Thouſand times weaker thay it is; in this he takes Com- 
fort; and is ready to fay with St. Paul, Moſt gladly wil T glory in my Infirmi- 
ties, that the Power of Chriſt may rest upon Ale, 2 Cor.12.9, Thus a Chriſtian Cam- 
forts himſelf even in his weak Faith; not that he is weak, but that Chriſiꝰ, 
ſtrength is made Perfect; that is, manifeſts its Sufficiency, and Perfection, in 
his Weakneſs: not that he is of himſelf fo ready to Fall; but that. thro' bis 
own Vanity, and Unſteadineſt, he diſcerns the Power ef Chriqt, by which he 
ſtands. | TOTO Cle OPIN OY e e 
4 Now let us confider a Chriſtian ſtrong in Faith, in whom there is ſcarce 
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4 any Lust, that can make the leaſt reſiſtance againſt the Soul, who ean ſay with 
holy David; I hate vain Thoughts, but thy Law av I Love, Plal. 119.113. Oh 
. how comfortable are the Thoughts of ſuch a Man unto him, hen he conſiders 
8 his Eſtate? How Unſpeakeble is his Foy, when he reflects upon himſelf, and * 
| ſees the Image of God, the Beanty of Holineſs in his own Soul? When he conſi- 7 
| ders that God hath granted him, that he hath ſo often prayed for, A clean A 
7 | Heart: That thro' Chriſt enabling him, he hath overcome all thoſe tempta- 5 


tions to Sin and Uncleanneſs, which he ſees to have Power over the Genera- 
lity of Men: (The whole World, ſays the Apoſtle, lieth in Wickednefs, 1 John 5 | 
| 5. 19.) Upon ſuch conſiderations as theſe, the Soul of a Chrif1, n delights her 
felf in Running unto God, as Little Children are wont to do to their Fathers to 5 f 
E Hug and Embrace him, and expreſs all manner of Affection unto him, in ſuch 0 
ö an holy Paſſion as David was in, when he ſaid, I Love the LORD, becauſe he Pre. 


, * * 


hath Heard my Voice, and my Supplications, Pſal. 116. 1. I wil Love Thee, ON . , 


| LORD, my Strength, Pſel. 18.1. © n 

A Thus you ſee how a Chriſtians Meditations concerning the State of bis H- 2: 
1 ward Man, work Cemfort for him continually, either by Diſeovering the Evil 2 
. nnd Perturbations of his Soul, that they may be Removed: Or by Repreſenting © Le 


thoſe things, that are Good, and Excellent to Pleaſe and Delight him. : 
9 as An 


live And now! e EMH. . 1 LITE Ins 
| of at this time. That a Chrif1s 8 at I Propounded to my ſel, to peak 


. Oh 13 
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neſtly to Tafte, and Ss the Goodneſs of G; or to make him Aeel and 


Humble; or ſome other way to Advance his Soul towards Perfection, in Pie- 
ty and Vertue, by the Low Eſtate of his Out ward Man. If he have been in 


Profperity's he coſiders, how by that God hath been pleafed to Provo ſe him 
to Chriſtian Mag nanimity and Mapnificerce, to make him Inſtramental for Hi 
Glory, in ſome Great and Eminent Acts of Charity, or to ſave him from Deſ- 
pondency, and Fdintneſs of Spirit, and ſuch like Ifirmities, which He knows 
moſt Incident to Men in Adverſiy + Still ſanctiſying unto him all, 74 /d, Out- 
ward Things; as Poverty or Riches, Honours or Diſgraces, Health or Sick- 
neſs, to the Uſe of his Soul, before Converſion, to put him out of the way to 
Hell; and after, to bring him on in the way to Heaven. And may we not 
hear ſay with Holy David, Who ſo is wiſe, and will Obſerve theſe things: even 
they ſhall Underſtand the Loving-kindneſs of the LORD, Pſal. 107. 43 All that 
can be ſaid in this place, may be briefly ſumm'd up thus; Al things work to- 
gether for Good to thoſe that Love GOD : And the Obſervation that a Chriftian 
takes of that Real, ſpiritual God, that God has Wrought for him by his tem- 
poral Condition, whatever it has been, Affords him infinitely more Comfort 


and Satisfaction, than any Man can Declare or Conceive, but he that Knows 


it by Experience. 


li am now come to the Second Propoſition, that I intended to Handle in 
This Difcourſe; A Cviſtian takes Comfort in the Senſe, and Apprehenſion of 


the Preſent Condition of his Outward Man, whether it be Preſperity or Ad- 
verſity : By Proſperity, I Ugderſtand that Eſtate, wherein he has the Enjoy- 


ment of his Health, of abundance of Riches, and Great Poſſeſſions, and is in 


Honour, and Reputation amonegft all thoſe with whom he has to do. Ad er- 
fity is the Want of Theſe Things: If we Want All of Them, we are ; 
if but ſome, partly Miſerable (Iſpeak as to the Ourward Man.) That Cori- 
fans take Comfort in their Proſperous Condition, I ſuppoſe to be a Truth fo 
plain and obvious, that I need not ſpend auy time in the Demonſtration of 
it. I ſhall only ſhew you one principal Reaſon of the Comfort They take in 
their Outward Enjoyments; (Health, Goods, good Name.) They look upon 
them as the means of performing in Deed, what every true Chriſtian con- 
itantly Wills, That ſpecial Duty which Chriſt enjoins us; Let y:ur Light [+ 
ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your good Works, and Glorify your Father which 
is in Heaven, Mat. 5. 16. This Truth will be moſt evident, if we conſider 


that the Body is the Inſtrument of the Soul; That, whereby we perform 
the Outward Operations of all our Faculties, whereby we Act before Men, as 


Writing, or Talking, or Performing any other Action, whereby we diſco- 


ver to the World, what Temper and Diſpoſition we are of: Now Health is the 


Firmneſs, and Soundneſs of this Inſtrament; and without it we cannot ſo well 


Perform any Outward Act of Veftue: and if we do enjoy our Health, without 
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ver: For inſtance; How can a Man ſhew kimſelf Liberal, that hath nothing to 


Give to thoſe that Need? How can a Man diſcover his Humility, that hath . 


| no Honour, and Reputation in the World; that is ſo Low already, that he can- 
; not ſhew any Condeſcenſion. Here then let us Obſerve, that ' tis the Duty of 


every Chriſtian to uſe all means poſſible (in a Right way) that are truly Ho- 


neſt,” to gain ſuch Riches, and Honours as he knows himſelf able to AManagt. 


f And in the purſuit of them, never to be deterr'd by any Fear of being ac- 
5 counted Covetors, or Proud; whilſt his own Conſcience tells him, that he doth 
9 not endeavour aiter theſe Out ward Things, that he may Enjoy them, but God 
X in them, uſing them to Hi Glory. MODES WES TY 
8 And now 1 ſhall ſhew you (by Gods aſſiſtance? that a true Faithful Chriſtian 
+: takes Comfort alſo in his Adverſity, whenever it pleaſes God to put him into 
'Z fuch a Condition, e e O08 TUNIS 38 ve: - 
5 That you may have a more clear, and diſtin& Not ion of this Truth, I ſhall 
22 ſhew you particularly, what Comfort and Satisfaction he takes in Poverty, 
t Sickneſs, Diſgrace, or the loſs of his Reputation. All Temporal Evils, or Af- 
18 flictions being comprehended under one of theſe three Heads. 
As for the firſt, the main Ground, and Principle of that Comfort, which 
iu a Chriftians Heart is poſſeſſed of, when he reflects upon his Poverty, is, the 
57 thought of that Safety which he enjoys from thoſe Spiritual Dan gers, and Per- 
11. plexities which Rich Men are entangled in, by reaſon of thoſe manifold Oppor- 
y. tunities to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin, and Allurements thereunto, which the 
1 Abundance of their Worldly Poſſeſſions continually preſents unto them. Vou 
0 know who ſaid, Tis eaſier for a Camel to ge through the eye of Needle, than for 
775 4 Rich Man to enter inta the Kingdom of GOD, Mat. 19. 24. Here we may ob- 
2's ſerve how the Great Ones of the World deceive themſelves, in thinking they 
10 deſerve to be admired, and had in ſuch high Eſteem for their * Brave Cloaths, 
of Stately Houſes, Rattling Coaches, Cc. a true Chriſtian that goes in Rags (tho 
50 he gives them that outward Reſpec which is due unto them by the Laws, and 
7 55 Conſtitution of the Commonwealth wherein he lives) in his Heart pities em, 


u and diſpiſes their Worldly Height, and Glory; as That, which in his Baptiſm 
br fo he Vom d to Forſake : to ſlight and coatemn the Ponips and Vanities of this wicked 
| World. He ſees himſelf by the Eye of Faith, to be in a Condition infinitely 


minded Men (whoſe Diſcourſe is only of Lands and Livings,Dogs and Horſes, 


Coaches and Houſes, Fine Cloaths and Banquets, Cc.) are no more able to 
Diſcern it, than a Mole to Behold the San. To conclude this Point: A Poor 


Perfons, who are {o Mad ae to ſet their Hearts on them. 


Riches and Honours, there are many Vertues, which we cannot ſo well Diſco- 


more High, and Noble, than theirs : tho' thoſe Earthly Creatures, Carnal- 


Man, that is truly Gracious, whoſe Heart is Rich towards GOD, looks upon 
18 | c I himſelf, 


_ *. Miſtake me not, Ido not ſpeak againſt the Ule of theſe Things; but againſt thoſe 


: * ” — wie — — 
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himſelf, as one as. Theſe that have an. Intereſt in that Bleſſing, which Our 
Sa viaur gave his Diſciples ; Neſſed be ye Poor, for yours is the Kingdom of GOD, 
Luke 6. 20. And in all thoſe other large Promiſes, which the GOD vf Truth 
hath made to Nelirvers; which moſt commonly the Hearts of Shriſtians leave 
unto fo much the more cloſely, by how much the leſs they have of the Grod 
Tw/rgs of this Life to Allure, and Draw off their Thoughts. Now, my Bre- 
thron, how ſuch Sweet, and Comfortable Words from Our Almighty Father, 
as the Holy Scriprwres abound with all, being Apply'd by Faith, will relieve 
the Nedrt of any true Chriſtian, whil'ft he labours under the heavieſt ſenſe of 
 Ontward Poverty z What Comtort, 1 ſay, what Spiritual Delight and Sweet- 
neſs a Poor Chriſtian (Driven into himſelf by the Storms wit haut: (if I may fo 
expreſs my ſelf) Neceſſitated, as it were, to ſet his Faith on Work to pro- 
cure Comfort for him, whilſt wit hort he finds nothing but Poverty, and Diſtreſs - 
what Spiritual Delight and Sweetneſs ſuch a Man) may ſuck out of theſe 
 Breaffs of Conſolations (as the Scripture expreſſion is) think you, who are true 
— Þelievers ; Joy in the Hely Gho#t + (in which (as in effect I faid but now) com- 
monly thoſe Chriſtians moſt abound, who poſſeſs leaſt of the Thing, of the 
World.) No Man can fully expreſs; and none but ſuch as you, can in any 


meaſure rightly conceive.” TB Ain of | 
I come now to ſhew you, that Sickneſs alſo affords matter of Comfort to any 
true Believer : This truth 1 might eaſily make appear unto you many ways; 
but ( becauſe I'ſhall haſten to the Application, wherein 1 Hall ſpend more 
time than ordinary) I ſhall only mention one Reaſon of it. Sickneſs, you 
know. naturally puts a Man in mind of Death; and what can be more Com- 
for table to a Sincere Chriſtian; than the Thoughts of that? What can be 
more Comfortable to a Child of Gad, than the Thoughts of that happy time, 


hen he ſhall ge Home to his Father; when he ſhall fully enjoy his after, and 


his Recleemer? To ſpeak more at large: A Sincere Chriſtian (whoſe Thoughts 
(his Heart being as it were, ſe: an Fire with Love to God) continually Fly up- 
ward, as Sparks towards Heaven) uſually when he Feels any Pain, preſently 
conſiders the Natural Frailty and Mortality of his Body, and thereupon his 
Soul + Rejzices in this Hope, that ſhortly, when a Few Days are paſt, Job 14.1, 
She ſhall caſt it off from her; as that, which ſo Clogs and Hinders her, and 
deprives her of that Vigour, and Quic tneſe, which ſhe defires in her Spiritual 
Operations, in the Service of her Maker, which ſhe is mainly, yea wholly 
D 1H Pt init Het bog SS) 
Nov, Beloved, if Death be ſo Deſirable to a true Chriſtian, Judge ye what 
Comfort his Sickneſs aftords him, which continvally ſupplies him with freſh 
Thoughts, and ftrong Apprehenſions of his Piſſulmion, © 1 map 
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+ This #s net incon ſiſten with ſome ſenſible Fears, or dreadſul Apprehenſions of Death, 
which the Beſt Chriſtians may be ſubjeft unto. A i ee Do e 
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And thus I have briefſy demonſtrated unto. you, that a Chi Faith is 
able to extract Comfort aut of thoſe two Things which are fo terrible to the 
generality of Meil: Poverty and Sickneſs. lam now to fhew you how this 
Victorias Grace, by which we Overcome the World, 1 Joha: 5. 4. foftens unto 
us alſo that other Hard Thing, Diſgrace, or the Loſs of our Good Name, and 
Eſteem amongſh Men, making the:Sowerneſs.of the World's carriage towards 
us, ſerve us, as it were, for Sauce at. the Feaſt of our Good Conſcience, 
The heavieſt Diſgrace, or Infamy, which in this Life a Child of God lies 
under, is occaſioned by theſe or the like means: A Report that he hath been 
guilty. of ſome notorious Baſeneſs, and Impiety; or a Miſconceit of his good 
Actions, which proceediag from iuch Principles, as Carnal Men (who are by 
far the greater part of the World) are in no wiſe able to Apprehend, can- 
not but be Miſconſtrued: Hence it is that they Mick-name all his Vertues, and 
endeavour to render him moſt Odious and Contemptible for thoſe Actions, 


by which he knows himſelf chiefly.to deſerve Love, and Reſpect from all tkoſe 


that are truly Noble, and Heavenly- minded: Thus when a Chriſt ian ſhews 
himſelf Hamble, how do the Men of the World miſtake him for a Sreakivg, 
mean: ſpirited Fellow? When Magnani moi, for: Proud, and Selſconceited? I6 
the Infamy a Chriſtian ſuffers be occaſioned by ſuch a Report, as I mentioned 
but now, if it be true, he Comforts himſelf in it upon this account; that it is 


unto him a continual Memento to Repent, and Bemoan himſelſ for the Com- 


miſſion. of that Sin; and to Rejcice in God, by whoſe Spirit he is perſuaded that 
his Sint are forgeven him: If the Report be falſe, the Abuſed Chriftian greatly 
Rejoices in the Thoughts of that Grace which Reſtrain'd him from that Acbion, 
of which he is ſuppoſed to be Guilty; into which, if he had been left to him- 
ſelf, he might have Ruſhed, As the Horſe Ruſheth into the Battle, Jer. 8. 6. 
being Naturally prone to every thing that is Evil. Eb 
Another Ground of the Comfort a Godly Man takes in ſuch a Caſe, is, that 
he finds bimſelf often ſtirr'd up to Pray unto Ged, ſaying with Holy David, 
Hold up my goings in thy. paths, that my Footſteps ſlip not, Pſal. 17. 5. upon this 
Conſideration, that there are ſo many that would Rejoice over him if he ſhould! 
but Fall Theſe and a Thouſand other Occaſions of Comfort do the Godly ap- 
prehend to Lighten their Hearts, to Delight their Souls, whenſoever they 


reflect upon thoſe heavy Cenſures, Calumnies, and Revilings, with which 


they are continually Loader. The more the World hates them, the ſtronger 
Apprehenſions they have of the Favour of God: He is their Covert from ſtorns 
and from rain, Iſa. 4. 6. In him they Res ſecure from the ſtormy Wind of all 
thoſe INI; Reports, Calumntes, and Reproaches they hear continually raiſed 
againſt them; with ſuch a kind of Delight, as a Man hath, when he lies Warm 
in his Bed, and hearkens to a Tempeſt. But now as for that AMiſconceit, 
which all the World hath of the Good Actions of Pious Men; as for that Shame 
which they muſt expect, as they are Chriſtians conſtantly to ſuffer, for diſco- 
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vering their Zeal for God, and their Fiery Indignation againſt any Alowed W ic- 
kedneſs amongſt thoſe. with whom they Converſe, being ufually accounted 
Frenetick, Hot-beaded Fellows; for contemning the things of the Woxld, Child- 

iſh and Imprudent; for diſdaining to be guided by meer Example in any Courſe 


they take, Proud and Haughty ; for ſeparating themſelves from Vain Conver- 


ſation, Singular and Self. conceited. As for this, I ſay, it is fo far from trou- 
bling thoſe that are Chriſtiaus indeed, that they exceedingly Rejoice in it; 
Remembring thoſe words of their Saviour; Bleſſed ara ye when men ſhall revile 

you, and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſly for my ſake. 


Rejoice and be exceeding glad; for great is your reward in Heaven: for ſo perſecu- 


ted they the Prophets which were before you, Mat. 5.11, 12. I ſhall now conclude 
this poiat; That a true Chriſtian takes Comfort in the Apprebenſion of his Pre- 


ſent Eftate, ſhewing you (to confirm you in the Apprehenſien of this moſt Uſe- 


ful Truth) the General Cauſe, and Hell- head of all thoſe Streams of Conſolation, 


which continually flow into his Soul, whenſoever he reflects upon the Condi- 
tion he is in: Here it is; he is aſſured thro' Faith, that The Great God, the 


Author and Diſpoſer of all Things, Loves him, and will Love him for ever: 
ad hereupon he aſtumes this Confidence, that the Condition he is in, is that 
which at this Time is Be# for him. Oe VASE ry 


As for the laſt Propoſition that I promiſed to demonſtrate unto you, That 
a true Chriſtian, thro Faith, takes Comfort in the Expettation of any Condition 
he may be in for the Future : I ſhall not need to ſpend many words on it, it 
appears ſo plain in what hath been already delivered: Expectation being a 


kind of A4;prehenſion (as Ldaid in the beginning of my Diſcourſe.) All that 
may be ſaid to manifeſt this Truth unto you, may be comprehended in thoſe 

few Lines with which Iconcluded my former Sermon on this Text. 

True Faith Roots all Fear out of a Chriſtian's Heart, and turns all his Expe- 


dation into Hope, even thro' the ſtrength of this Perſua ſion: that Al thing: 


work t: gether for Good to the vi that love God: and allo that himſelf is One of 'em. 


I have now Finiſh'd the Doctrine I rais'd from this Text: That Faith ena- 
bles a Man to draw Comfort from all the Objects of his Thoughts; having ſhewn 
you Particularly, how the Faithful take Comfort in all Things that concern 
themſelves : from whence (as I ſaid in the beginning of my Former Sermon) 
you may, eaſily apprehend how they may alſo Comfert themſelves in the No- 
tice they take of other things, as of all thoſe Works of Providence, which they 


ſee in the Affairs of the World; &c. therefore I ſhall not extend my Diſccurſe 


to any of them, but proceed to Application. And hexe I fhall ſpeak firſt to 
the Faithful, thoſe that have taken Chriff's Yoke upon them, utterly renoun- 
ciag the F.lihy Converſation of the Wicked, 1 Pet. 2.7, thoſe who mind Earthly 


_ Things, abtolutely reſolving to Walt with God, in true Holineſs and Righteor/- 

nes all their Days: And if at any time (being Overborn by ſome ſudden and 
impetuous Temptations, as ſometimes the Beſt of Chriſtians may be) they Fall 
 backigto any Sin, not (like Swine in the Mire) to Malo in it, but to Repert, 
> ; and 
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and to Cry unto Ged, their Father, to help them up, to Pur 


Jeſis Chriſt his Son, 1 John 1.7. Then I ſhall ſpeak to thoſe that Go ox in the 
Ways of the U7goaly, thoſe that Regard Iniquity in their Heart, Þfal. 66. 18. 
thoſe that do not abſolutely reſolve never to Alom themſelves in any One 


and 


5 oh fie their Hrart: by © 
Faith, Acts 15. 9. to waſh, and Cleanſe them by his Spirit, in the Blo:d of 


Known Sin; Praying continually that God would fo ſtrengthen them by his 
Grace, that their 1iquities may not Prevail againſt them; that if they have 
been Drunkards, they may be Drunk no more; if they have been Mantons, 
they may be Manton no more; if they have been Deſirous of Vain Glory, Gal. 


5. 26. provoking, envying their Brethren, they may be ſuch no more; if they 
have delighted themſelves in Fooliſh Talking, or Jeſting, Eph. 5. 4. or that E- 


laborate Scurrility, and Witty Malice, in which ſome Men of Parts and Learn- 
ing Exerciſe their Invention (than which what can be more Oppoſite to The 


Spirit of Meekneſs, Gal. 6. 1. to the Calm, and Sweet Nature of the Lamb, and 


the Dove? ) that they may do ſo no more: Briefly (to ſpeak in the Apoſtle's. 


words) that denying.Ungodlineſs, and worldly Luſts, they may live ſeberly, righ- 
teonſly, and godlily, Tit. 2. 12. Thoſe that have not taken ith a Reſolution 
on ſuch I fear are ſome of you) I muſt reckon amongſt the Wicked. If there- 
fore any of you are Conſcious to your ſelves, that you are ſuch, as here! 


have Deſcribed, Apply to your ſelves, I beſeech yon, for the good of your 


Immortal Souls, what'l ſhall ſpeak in the ſeeond place: but firſt (as I faid 


but now) I ſhall ſpeak to the Faithſul, &c. p 
Beloved Brethren, You know by Experience the truth I have ſpoken. E'er 


fince you took Chi Toke upon yeu, have you not found Reſt unto your Souls 5 


E'er ſince you Bare that Eaſie Toke, ſince your Hearts ſtood in awe of God's 
Word, Pſal 119. 101. Have you not found your ſelves moſt Sweetly, and yet 
moſt Powerfully Reſtrained from Following the Track of your Luſts, and Ex- 
travagant Affections, from Breaking over the Incloſures of a ſtrict and holy Con- 
der ſation, to Run with the Men of the World to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, 1 Pet. 
4. 4 In a word; have you not found all your Chriſtian Thoughts, in what 
Subj ec ſoever you have imploy'd them, to Work Comfort for your Souls? Sur e- 


ly you have. Good Thoughts, are the Beams of the SUN of Righteouſneſs, 


Which Stream forth continvally upon the Hearts of Chriſtians, to Warm and 


| Comfort them, and to Cheriſh and to make to Grew, the Fruits of the Spirit. 


Well, my Brethreen, hath the Holy one of Iſ-acl, the Great and Glorious God, 


Shewn himſclt ſo Gracious to yon Sinful Creatures, Dit and Aſbec, Worn: 


and no Men, as to ſend his Beloved Sen into the World to Dye for you? by 


Faith in whoſe Blood, you Rejoice in ſome meaſure, even in this Vale of Tears, 


this miſerable Life; and ſhall ſbertiy, even when a few Days are paſt, be In- 


habitants of Heaven, ſee the Face of God, In whoſe preſenc et here is 7 ulneſs of Joy, : | 


and at whoſe right hand there are pleaſures for evermore, Plal. 16.11. Well, my 
Brethren, hath Ged Dealt fo Bountifally with you, and will you not Love him? 
Will you not with all the Powers of your Soul War againſt your Lys, that 


YOu: 
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bt Falſe Reports of you, or to your Face ſcorn ang deride ypu, let your Hearts 


yet Delight in ſeggning You, and call you Puritans, and Iknow not what: 100 
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Chriftianity, whilſt they no more Underſtand it, being ſo Rare, and Strange 


in theſe Days of Sin and Darkneſs, than a Dog doth the Light of the Moon, 


which he Barks at; as they at this: I ſay, my Brethren, whenever any of theſe 
Men (if things ſo Irrational may be call'd Men) Rail, on you, and give out 


l Pity 
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Pity them, conſidering that the Time draws on apace, When their Laughtet 


. \ . 


hall be turn'd to Mourning, and their Joy to Heavineſs. He that ſitteth in 
the Heavens ſhall laugh, the Lord ſhall habe them in derifion, Pſal. 2. 4. 
© And what now remains, but that IExhort you, in the words of the Apo- 
Me, To rejoice evermore, 1 Theſſ. 5. 16, Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice ye 


righteous, and ſhout for jay all ye that are upright in Heart, 


And now I ſhall ſpeak to you, who are Conſcious to your ſelves, that yon 


| have not taken Chri#'s Yoke upon you, that you Kill Do wickedly, and Talk 


Vanity, That the things you have, or atm at, are Ve vation of Spirit, vain and 
diſſatisfactory to your Immortal Souls, fure I am you will hardly deny. Nay 
(if you have but an Hiſtorical Belief 6f the Word of Ged, as I preſume yon 
have) you cannot deny it whenever you reflect on your vain Converſation, and 


Conſider your Deſigns, Mean and Low, being ſuch as Theſe z To make your 


ſelyes acceptable to ſome merry Companions, (ſuch, it may be; as have acquired 
ſome civil Accompliſhments and humane Learning) that you may gain from them 
the Name of Ingenious Men, &c. or to jear and grin at thoſe whom you ma- 
lign and envy ; or to drink and rel with your Conies; or(and this you think 


moſt prudent and manly) to get a great Eſtate in the World, that yon may 
wear braveCloaths, and keep company with the Beſt (as they ſay; not to 


name your abominable Intentions, which are themſelves Anxiety and Labour, 
and the Effects of them Horrour and Anguiſh) : I ſay, Sirs, when you conſider 
the Things you enjoy, or aim at, (pittiful mean Things at beſt are you not fifl'd 
with Veæation of Spirit? Do you not abhor, as it were, and loath your ſelves for 
the Guilt and Filth of your Sins, which you reſolve ſtill to wallow in? Baſe 


and Degenerate Creatures, who being made after the Image of God, have made 


your ſclves earthly and ſenſual? Well, Sirs, you ſee that Sins are Fronbles,and 
Sinners of all Men moſt Miſerable, even whilſt they are in their proper Ele- 


ment, in this preſent World: But what will become of them (Wretches) when 


this Lite is ended (and ſure Iam our lat Hour draws on apace)? Could I but 
Expreſs the thouſaridth part of thoſe Everlaſtiag Pains they ſhall then begin 
to feel (in He), it would make the moſt /tif-necked Sinner in the World to 


bow, if he ſhould hear me. Ah Sirs! Is this true indeed, that if you take not 
curiſt Yoke upon you, (that is, if you do not ſtrongly and ſincerely reſol ve to 


break off from every known Sin) you ſhall never find any Reſt unto your Souls; 
you ſhall be everlaſtingly Miſerable ! Is this true, 1 fay, and will ye acknow- 
ledge it ſo to be, (as you muſt needs do, if you h 


dergo, in the Purſuit of chat They call Happineſs, Now Sirs, if you are no Whit M 


ved ar wha» hath been ſpoke, but Stick cloſe 10 your Beloved Sins, tho' our Lord an 
Saviour Feſtus Chriſt (who is Over all, God bleſſed for ever) id lovingly invites you' (to 
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| aveſo much as an Hiſtorical - 
Belief of the Word sf God, as I faid but now) and yet not reſolve no more to al. 
low your ſelves in any Way of Wickedneſs, &c. No more to deride thoſe, who ha- 
ving their Hearts poſſeſt with the Thoughts of Eternity, can in no wiſe ſuit 
themſelves to your worldly Converſation: But having once found R-ſt in Chriſt, will go 
more return to chat Labour and Toil, which the Generality of Men Contirnially Un: 
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your Necks, and be Troubleſom unto you, but only Reſtra in you 
Teſt eo n Souls) from breaking over his Ineliſures, the Bounds of Tru? 
to Folſew yeur Luſts, and exorbitant Affections. If you be not 


be far leſs Time than that) I fay Sirs, within a Week or two, you may be feized on, 
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will not Gal 
(chat jou may u 
R-aſen and Holineſs, 
to Folſe\ | Aff Moved at this, bur 
ſtand faſt in the 7” y $7nners, and will for ever remain Livers of pleaſures more than 
Lovers of God, of G d that made you, of Gd who for your ſakes fenthis' Beloved Son 
into the World, to be Mocked, Scourged, Crucified'; Ah Sirs, If you are not Moved at 
This, nor ever will be, I muſt tell ypu in the Name of Gd, you'ſhall never find Reft 
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4 _* unto your Souls, you ſhall never taſte one Dram of True Comfort, and Sweerneſs of 


".. Spirit all your days; and when your Days on the Earth, which (as David ſaid J-are as 
4 Shadow, ſhall Vaniſh away, you ſhall Cerrajnly be Tormented with the Devil and his 
Angels; yea, perhaps within a Week or two (for how many Young Men have your 
| Alves known in this place, that have been Healthy, and Dead within the compaſs of 
ſome Diſeaſe or other, che Small Pox, or a Feaver, or a Surfeit, or the like, and b 
Cut off from the Land of the Living, and be tim ned into Hell. Conſider this you chat 
forget God, you that talk Vanity. But now if any of you find your ſelves Moved, at 
bat you have Heard (and what manner of Men are you if you do ngt) if you find 
your Hard Hearts in the leaſt meaſure Softened, 1 beſeech yon Sits, for your Souls { ake, 
for the GOD OF LOVE's ſake, Pray Dean thar the LORD would perfect the 
Good Work be hach begun in you, that he would*continuatly Warm and Soften you, 
and e your Hearts with the Blood of Jeſus Chrift, that they may be Pliable to 
bis Will in all things (to ſpeak moro plainly) that he would make you ſo Tenderly and 
Affectionately to Apprehend hie Exerlaſting Kidneſs towards You,” that You may for- 
ever LOVE Him, and Keep H;s Commandments, that You may Live preciſely, Walk 
with GOD all Your Days, Deſpifing the ſhame of the Wicked World, not fearing 
the Reproackes and Revilings of this Baſe and Filthy Generation. I ſhall hold Youu 
wih 80 longer Diſcourſe, If Ye do theſe Things Happy are Ye, 
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FRANCISCI BARONISde Verulamio Hiſt. Nat. Cent. 3. Experimentum, 292. 
<A Omiaum Actieribus ſi iſta conſtiterit Libertas ur nihil ;nvite Minerva, fed. Genie 
1 excitante aggrediamur, optimis adminiculis mfiſtet Vitæ Prolongatio, cut condu- 
cit lenior Spirituum Motis, ut minus prædatorii non ita depaſaſt Succum Corporis, 
Deinde Regulis, & Moderamine circumſcriberdæ Actiones, exefrs in ſe invicem Im- 
n & Imperii non yana Opinio . Diſpofirionem 
ingenerat, præſertim inſtiguro gradatim Prexeſſu, ubi Victoriz Senſus Vegetior. 


* . 


IJ Hos fecit Verſiculos 1 OATTAAE E. Kk. 
3: 0... -1 Ae Domini 1907. Eratis fuz* 72. Aſthmaticæ gritudinis 8. 
O LOVE! hat Wonders Fhou haſt wrought | Tis LOVE, that doth Retain my Breath, 
IJ. When Nature Bids me Dye: 
} And LOVE will make me, After Death, 
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+ Come over unto him, aſſuring you that the 'ways of Wiſdom are ways of pleaſantneſi, and all 
her paths @ 2 peace, aſſuring you that if you take his Toe upon you, it will not Gal 
your Necks, and be Troubleſom unro you, but only Reftrain you (that you may fond 
._ eff co your Souls) from brea ling over his Ine l ſures, the Bounds of Tue R-aſen and Holineſs, 
to Follow yeur Laſts, and exorbitant Aﬀections. If you be not Moved at this, but 
© Rand faſt in the Ny Sinners, and will for ever remain Lowers of pleaſures more than 
Lovers of God, of & d that made you, of God who for your ſakes fent his Beloved Son 
into the World, ro be Mocked, Scourged, Crucified; Ab Sirs, If you are not Moved art 
This, nor ever will be, I muſt tell ypu in the Name of God, you ſhall never find Reft 
unto your Souls, you ſhall never raſte one Dram of True Comfort, and Sweętneſs of 
Spirit all your days; and when your Days on the Earth, which (as David ſaid ) are as 
4 Shadow, ſhall Vaniſh away, you ſhail Certainly be Tormented with rhe Devil and his 
Angels; yea, perhaps within a Week or two {for how many Young Men have your 
lelves known in this place, that have been Healthy, and Dead within the compaſs of 
far leſs Time than that) I fay Sirs, within a Week or two, you may be feized on: by 
ſome Diſeaſe or other, che Small Pox, or a Feaver, or a Sutfeir, or the like, and be 
Cut off from the Land of the Living, and be tuned into Hell, Conſider this you chat 
forget God, you that talk Vanity. But now if any of you find your ſelves Moved, at 
bat you have Heard (and what manner of Men are you if you do not) if you find 
your Hard Hearts in the leaſt meaſure Softened, I beſeech you Sits, for your Souls ſake, 
for the GOD OF LOVE's ſake, Pray earneſtly tbat the LORD would perfect the 
Good Work he hach begun in you, that be would continually Warm and Soften you, 
and Supple your Hearts with the Blood of Jeſus Chrift, that they may be Pliable x0 
| his Will in all things (to ſpeak more plainly ) that he would make you ſo Tenderly and 
Affectionately to Apprehend his Everlaſting Kidneſs towards You, that You may for- 
ever LOVE Him, and Keep Hs Commandments, that You may Live preciſely, Walk 
with GOD all Your Days, Deſpifing the ſhame of the Wicked World, not fearing 
the Reproaches and Revilings of this Baſe and Filthy Generation. I hall hold You 
with no longer Diſcourſe, If Ye do theſe Things Happy are e. 
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FRANC SCI BARONISde Verulamio Hiſt, Nat. Cent. 3. Experimentum, 292. 
II Ominum Actieribus ſi iſta chnſtiterit Libertas ur nihil ;nvita Minerva, fed. Genio 
1 excitante aggrediamur, cptimis adminiculis inſiſtet Vitæ Prolongatio, cui condu- 

cit lenior . Spirituum Mets, ut minus predatorii non ita depaſgafit Succum Corporis, 
'$4 Deinde Regulis, & Moderamine circumſcriberdæ Actiones, exeicirò in le invicem Im- 
I perio. Victoria enim, & Imperii non Yana Opinio Oprimam Spiritibus Diſpoſitionem 
ugenerat, præſertim inftigaro gradatim Progeſſu, ubi Victoria Senſus Vegetior. 
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Moos fecit Verſiculos HOATTAAZ E. KE. 
Anno Domini 170%. Kxratis ſuæ 72. Aſthmaticæ Ægritudinis 8. 
oO LOVE! bat Wenders Fhou haſt wrought | Tis LOVE, chat doth Retain my Breath, 
FRE ToKeep Me ſtill Alive! When Nature Bids me Dye: 


Ho curiowly Thou fram'ſt my Thought And LOVE will make me, After Death, 
My Spirits to Revive! | To Live Eternally, 
7 IL „ 
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